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roads and the railways as a result of the refugees and
the constant bombing.
" Our whole trouble," said the General, " is lack of
'planes and tanks."
It was the same complaint as we heard up and down
the line. He turned to the American Correspondent
who was with us : " You must tell the United States
that we need 'planes, more and more 'planes; they must
come ready armed and with their own ammunition."
The Germans had been attacking equally heavily to
the west, at Rethel, where I visited an infantry division,
commanded by General Delattre, another fine leader.
Out of the debris of various French regiments, who
were retreating after the break-through on the Meuse,
Delattre formed a body of men who held up the German
advance towards Rethel long enough for the French to
prepare the destruction of the bridges across the Aisne
and the digging of defence works. For seven desperate
days they held a gap between Chateau Porcien and
Rethel, north of die Aisne, and then continued the
fighting in the town. This became known as the
Batde of the Cemeteries, for to the north of the town
there was both a German and a French cemetery dating
from the last war.
The gallant defences put up by Generals de Buisson
and Delattre upset the German programme of advance.
How minutely it was organized was shown by the
capture of the German traffic policeman in RetheL
These policemen were sent ahead to nearly all die big
towns in order to help speed up die passage of